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DECAVALCANTE FAM LY ASSCOCI ATE SENTENCED
TO LI FE FOR MJRDER AND RACKETEERI NG CONVI CTI ON

JAMES B. COMVEY, United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, announced today that JOSEPH BRI DESON, an
associate of the Decaval cante Oganized Crinme Fam |y of La Cosa
Nostra, was sentenced to life in prison for his role in a variety
of racketeering and rel ated charges. BRI DESON was sent enced
today by United States District Court Judge M CHAEL B. MJUKASEY.

The principal charges involved the January 23, 1998,
nmur der of Joseph Conigliaro. BRIDESON, along with four co-
def endants, including MCHAEL SILVESTRI, a New York City Police
Det ecti ve and BRI DESON s cousin, was convicted after trial in
Decenber 2002.

At trial, BRIDESON and MARTIN LEW S were convicted of
participating in the nurder itself, wth the evidence at trial
provi ng BRI DESON | oaded t he nurder weapon and gave it to LEWS,
who then shot and killed Conigliaro. The jury also convicted

Det ective SILVESTRI and RUBEN MALAVE of being accessories after-



the-fact to the murder. Another conspirator involved in the
mur der, AMERI CO MASSA, a/k/a “M ke Massa,” began the trial as a
co-def endant but entered a plea of guilty to racketeering and
mur der conspiracy charges after the jury was selected. On Mrch
25, 2003, MASSA was sentenced to 35 years in prison by Judge
MUKASEY.

BRI DESON was convi cted of seven separate counts,
i ncluding two counts under the Racketeer |nfluenced and Corrupt
Organi zation (“RICO) statutes, two counts of |oan sharking, two
counts under the Violent Crine in Aid of Racketeering (“VICAR’)
statute, and one count of using a gun in a crinme of violence. He
was sentenced to life inprisonnment on the VI CAR nurder counts.

The testinony at trial established that the nmurder of
Conigliaro was instigated by MASSA and BRI DESON, but authorized
by hi gher-ranki ng nenbers of the Decaval cante Fam|ly. After
Conigliaro gave LEWS a ride hone, LEWS got out of Conigliaro’s
car and fired five bullets into Conigliaro froma silencer-
equi pped .25 caliber pistol that had been supplied to him by
BRI DESON and MASSA. Al though hit repeatedly, Conigliaro nanaged
to drive hinself to the hospital. According to the testinony at
trial, BRI DESON enlisted the assistance of his cousin M CHAEL
SI LVESTRI — who was one of the NYPD Detectives assigned to the
case — to renove shell casings left in Conigliaro’s car after

t he shooting, because BRI DESON feared that his fingerprints were



on the casings. The evidence at trial also showed that MALAVE hid
LEWS in his basenent after the shooting. Consequently, SILVESTR
and MALAVE were both convicted of being an accessory-after-the-
fact to nurder.

Judge MJUKASEY schedul ed May 9, 2003 for sentencing of
t he remai ni ng defendants. LEWS also faces a mandatory sentence
of life in prison without the possibility of rel ease. SI LVESTR
and MALAVE face 15 years inprisonnment for hel pi ng BRI DESON and
LEWS after the nurder.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JOHN M HI LLEBRECHT,
DANI R JAMES, and M CHAEL G MGOVERN are in charge of the

prosecuti on.
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